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NON-PROFIT CORPORATION 
ARTICLES OF INCORPORATION 

(Including amendments to orginal filing made 
up to ,January,. l~86l 

We, the undersigned natural persons of 

the age of twenty-one· years or more, acting as 

incorporators of .il. corpciration adopt the following 

Articles of Incorporation for such corporation 

pursuant to the District of Columbia Non-Profit 

Corporation Act: 

FIRSTi The name of the Corporation is: 
NATIONAL SPACE SOCIETY. 

SECOND: The period of duration is perpetual. 

THIRD: The purposes for which the corporation 
is organized are: 

1. To promote space research, exploration, 
development and habitation through the 
media of conferences, the· oress, and other 
literary .and educational means; 

2. To stimulate the advancement of 
applications of ·space and related 
technologies for the benefit of all 
mankind. 

3. To bring together persons from the federal 
government, industry, educational inst~tu­
tions, the press, and other walks of life, 
for the exchange of information on space 
and through them to inform the public at 
large; 

4. From time to time, to provide suitable 
recognition and do honor to· individuals and 
organizations that have contributed to the 
advancement of space. 
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6. Informing the public at large on space and related 
technology matters: and 

7. The provision of suitable recognition and ho~or 
to individuals and organizations which have contributed 
to the advancement of space research, development, 
habitation and exploration, as well as scientific and 
technological developments related thereto. 

Said corporation is organized exclusively for educational 

and scientific purpose·s, including, for such purposes, the 

making of distributions to organizations that qualify as exempt 

organizations under Section 501 (c) (3) of the Internal Revenue 

Code of 1954 (or the corresponding provision of any "future 

United States Internal Revenue Law) • 

No part of the net earnings of the corporation shall inure 

to the benefit of, or be distributable to, its members, directors 

(trustees), officers, or other private persons, except that 

the corporation shall be authorized and empowered to pay reason-

able compensation for services rendered and to make payments 

and distributions in furtherance of the purposes set forth in 

this Article. No substantial part of the activities of the 

corporation shall be the carrying on of propaganda, or otherwise 

attempting to influence legislatioi. texcept to the extent allowed 

by law); provided, however, that the Corporation shall be empowered 

to make the election authorized under Section 50l(h) of the Internal 

Revenue Code of 1954. The Corporation shall not participate in, .or 

intervene in (including the publishing or distribution of statements) 

in .any political.campaign on behalf of any candidate for public 

office. Notwithstanding any other provision of these Articles, the 
' 

Corporation shall not carry on any other activities not permitted 
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to be carried on (a) by a corporation exempt from Federal income 

tax under section SOl(c) (3) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1954 

(or the corresponding provision of any future United States 

Internal Revenue Law) or (b) by a corporation, contributions to 

which are deductible under section 170(c) (2) or the Internal 

Revenue Code of 1954 (.or the corresponding provision of any 

future United States Internal Revenue Law). 

FOURTH: The corporation is to be divided into classes of mem­
bers. The number of classes and designation of ·each 
class of members, the qualification and rights of 
members of each class and the conferring, limiting, 
or denying the right to· vote shall be provided in the 
By-Laws. The initial membership of the National Space 
Society shall be the combined membership of the LS 
Society and of the National Space Society as of the 
date of the completion of the merger of. said 
corporations. Members shall have the right to vote in 
the annual election of the Board of Directors. 
Members shall also have the right to vote as specified 
in Articles SEVENTH and EIGHTH of these Articles of 
Incorporation, and for amendments to the Bylaws, 
under those circumstances and pursuant to the 
procedures as designated in the Bylaws. Meetings of 
the membership for purposes of voting may be conducted 
by mail as provided by the Bylaws of the corporation. 

FIFTH: The directors (trustees) shall be elected or 
appointed as shall.be provided in.the By-Laws. 

SIXTH: Management of the corporation will be by the Board 
·of Directors (Trustees). 

SEVENTH:In order for the Society to merge, consolidate, 
or voluntarily dissolve, a plan for the 
merger, consolidation, or voluntary dissolution must 
first be proposed which contains the particulars of the 
proposed action as required by the laws of the District 
of Columbia for nonprofit corporations. The plan must 
be passed by the Society as if it were an amendment to 
these Articles of Incorporation by the procedures in 
the section labeled "EIGHTH" ·of these Articles of 
Incorporation. ' / 
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EIGHTH: 

NINTH: 

These Articles of Incorporation may be 
amended only by the affirmative vote of two-thirds of 
the voting members of the Board of Directors, or the 
affirmative vote of more than half of the voting 
members of the Board of Directors followed by the 
affirmative vote of more than half of the eligible 
members of the Society who vote in an election called 
specifically for the purpose of voting on such measure. 
In order to be validly considered by the Board of · 
Directors, the notice of a meeting of the Board of 
Directors to consider such an amendment must include 
the exact text of any proposed amendment. In order for 
a proposed amendment to these Articles of 
Incorporation to be voted on by the membership, it must 
be sent to the members of the Society for a mail vote 
by publication in the Society's primary magazine or by 
direct mail, pursuant to the procedures for mail vote 
as designated in the Bylaws. A member shall be 
eligible to vote on a proposed amendment to these 

.Articles of Incorporation only if he or she was 
continuously a member for the entire month during which 
the amendment was mailed (as indicated in the 
postmark) to the members for their consideration. 

Upon completion of the merger between the 
LS Society and the National Space Society, the initial 
set of Bylaws of the surviving corporation shall.be the 
document titled "Bylaws of the National Space Society" 
which was adopted as part of the merger process by the 
Boards of Directors of the merging corporations. 

Upon the dissolution of the corporation, the Board of 

Directors (Trustees) shall, after paying or making provision for 

the payment of all of the liabilities of the corporation, dispose 

• of all the assets of the corporation exclusively for the purposes 

of all the corporation in such manner, or to such organization 

or organizations organized and operated exclusively for charitable, 

educational, religious, or scientific purposes as shall at the 

time qualify as an exempt organization or organizations under 

section 50l(c) (3) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1954 (or the 

corresponding provision of any future United States Internal 

Revenue Law), as the Board of Directors (Trustees) shall determine. 
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Further provisions for the regulation of the internal affairs 

of the corporation shall be provided in the By-Laws. 

TENTH: The address of its initial registered office is 
Committee on Science and Astronautics, House of 
Representatives, Suite 2321, Rayburn House Office 
Building, Washington, D.C. 20515, and the name 
of its initial registered agent.at such address 
is Frank R. Hammill, Jr. 

ELEVENTH: The number of directors (trustees) constituting 
the initial Board of Directors (Trustees) is six 
and the names and addresses of the persons who 
are to serve as the initial directors· (trustees) 
until the first annual meeting or until their 
successors be elected and qualified are: 

NAME ADDRESS 

Gene M. Bradley 203 Garden Court, Falls, Church, Va. 

Thomas Turner 8112 Hamilton Spring Rd., Bethesda, 

Ralph D. Clark 4415 33rd Rd., North, Arlington, Va. 

Tom P. Emerich 1501 22nd St., South, Arlington, Va. 

Fred E. Everett 1804 White Oaks Dr., Alexandria, Va. 

Harry s. Dawson, Jr. 3204 Beret Lane, Wheaton, Md. 

Original signed and notarized May '30, 1974 
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GOVERNMENT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
DEPARTMENT OF CO.NSUMER ANO REGULATORY AFFAIRS 

BUSINESS REGULATION ADMINISTRATION 

C lJ: l?. ~l'l FICA 7.' E 

'.l.'llIS IS TO CEl\'l'll?Y that there were .received and accepted for record 
int.he Department ofCousw.uer and Regulatory Affairs, Corporations Division, on the 
13th day vfJu,ne, 1974, Axtides oflncorpo1·ation of: 

NATIONAL SPACE SOCIETY 

T!.1e above mHne(l co1·poratioJJ. is .duly i.ucorporn.t:id ~.ncl existing ~ursuant to ai~d by 
v.1rtue of the Nonprofit Co1:poral;10n Act of the DlBtnct of Columbia and authonzed to 
i;_@..d.\l.I:.~ iu the D1.stdct of Columbia as of the date mentioned above. 

WE Ji'Ull.Til:Eli CERTIFY that the above entitled corporation is at the 
Lime of issmmce of this certificate in l:t!>.!t<l.St.l!.n.iling, according to the records of the 
Corporn.thmf! Divi:iiou., ha viug filed all annual repwts requirecl by the Dist.ti.ct of 
Columbia Nonprofit Co1·poration Act. 

JN 1'ES1..'ill ONY WHEIIEOF I have hereu.nto set my hand ancl caused 
the seal of this uffi.ce to be a.lrvwd tl.iis 18f:h day ofNvueniber, 1996 

Marion Dany, Jr. 
Mayor 

Jfomptol\ Cr<!l"f;! 
J.>h:~ctu.t: 

I 

1-
l 
! 



 

MOTION PASSED NOVEMBER 11, 2019: The NSS Board of Directors amends the NSS Articles of 
Incorporation as indicated below, and also affirms that if this motion passes by a majority vote 
but less than a 2/3 vote, the motion is rescinded and shall not be sent to the membership for 
vote. 

ARTICLES OF INCORPORATION 

FOURTH: The corporation is to be divided into classes of members. The number of classes and 
designation of each class of members, the qualification and rights of members of each class and 
the conferring, limiting, or denying the right to vote shall be provided in the By-Laws. The initial 
membership of the National Space Society shall be the combined membership of the L5 Society 
and of the National Space Society as of the date of the completion of the merger of said 
corporations. Members who are conferred the right to vote by the Bylaws shall have the right 
to vote in the annual election of the Board of Directors. Such Mmembers shall also have the 
right to vote as specified in Articles SEVENTH and EIGHTH of these Articles of Incorporation and 
for amendments to the Bylaws, under those circumstances and pursuant to the procedures as 
designated in the Bylaws. Meetings of the membership for purposes of voting may be 
conducted by mail as provided by the Bylaws of the corporation. 

EIGHTH: These Articles of Incorporation may be amended only by the affirmative vote of two-
thirds of the voting members of the Board of Directors who are eligible to vote, or the 
affirmative vote of more than half of the voting members of the Board of Directors who are 
eligible to vote followed by the affirmative vote of more than half of the eligible members of 
the Society who vote in an election called specifically for the purpose of voting on such 
measure. In order to be validly considered by the Board of Directors, the notice of a meeting of 
the Board of Directors to consider such an amendment must include the exact text of any 
proposed amendment. In order for a proposed amendment to these Articles of Incorporation to 
be voted on by the membership, it must be sent to the members of the Society for a mail vote 
by publication in the Society's primary magazine or by direct mail, pursuant to the procedures 
for mail vote as designated in the Bylaws. A member shall be eligible to vote on a proposed 
amendment to these Articles of Incorporation only if he or she was continuously a member for 
the entire month during which the amendment was mailed (as indicated in the postmark) to 
the members for their consideration. 




